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C ON F i D HN TIAL : to Harold and Dick 
re-meeting with John Nichols today 

x fisc with Dr » Nlcnols today at IHsQO in his room at the 
Adelphia hotel in town. We spent about 2j? hours together which 
included lunch. Uhf ortunately , there was no way for me to tace 
our talk, but I think some valuable things may have come of it. 
Therefore, I record all of ay reoollections, 

Br. Nichols had with him a 5 x ? looss leaf book which contained 
a good many o* his pictures. He went through this rage by »ap-« 
with me, explaining most of the pictures. 

The first series were of the set up for his rifle tests with 
Mannl icher-Careanos , of which he has or has had about 15 . His 

I s id ®» tica l to CS 139 except 4 inches have been sawed 
ott t!le barrel! to accoaadate for the distances at which he 
must snoot. He has fired through srists, pine boards and matresses. 

H ® snowed^me one Picture of the penetration of pine boards which 
would be the equivilent of 4 men plus. He indicated that the 
KC has fantastic penetrating abilities and a "single-bullet" as 
tne NC_ postualtes would not have stopped in the thigh. -I mentioned 
the relatively modest penetration which CBS got' in their tests but 
he couldn*t exp La In the discrepancy. 

He showed me a series of comparison ohotos of the bullets he 
nas fired in his experiments. He pulls the bullets from the 
cases oefore firing them so he can weigh the. He said that based 
on comparisons of fired and non-fired bullets the weights of which 
he knew and could compare before and after, he has concluded that 
about 2/10 of a grain of metal come off in firing. Then he showed 
me pictures ox his tests bullets fired into writsts and ribs, 
xnese were all severely mutilated. He said, however, that he has 
never obtained a bullet which has lost as much weight as 399 is 
alleged to have lost, x forgot to point out to him that it is 
possible that 399 lost no weight. 

Next he showed me two pictures of 399 he had taken in the 
Archives. He prefaced, what he told me about these by saying that 
all special photos he has the A prepare he has copyrighted so they 
cannot be copied. Now , the reason for the clotures he had made 
he asked me to keep confidential, so I cannot reveal them. 

, H J * rs , t P lcture W<1S of the 399 lease. The set-up was similar 

to Aarold s pnoto, except the angle Is mors like my own and John*s 
own mg scale is used; there is no conceivable way it could be confused 
sfitn Harold s. As soon as I looked at It, I knew it could be the 
2LOst Important of the base pictures — the "iaissln* link.* I could 
wrong, and regret that I did jjot bring my own pictures for 
comparison. On the ridge which arold and I think has been removed 

°if, ? ur ^pures-, there is a very noticafele notch. 

X have seen nothing lixe on either of our photos, and do not think 
I am mistaken. I think it is imperative that wa get a cony of this 
picture from the A. If what I saw is true, then we may have the 
reason for the A's failure to give us the real Nichols oicture and 
producing ^arold’s as Nichols?. 

The second 399 picture was almost Identical to another ^arold 

had taken — a side view. The lighting was 



noz 



same , 




however, and certain, other features are visible, 



or accented. 



He added that the Archives had already made for him a colof 
transparency of the 399 base. I asked if any residues were on it 
and he replied no, I noted the exploit testimony of Frazier in 
N that nothing was on the bullet. John said that this is so, 
but that it could have been wiped clean. He said we now need to 
put 399 in a saline solution,- test for protiens and then determine 
if the protiens are human or animal. Then we will know for sure. 

At some point he interjected that he is suing for the soectro’ 
to determine if 390 left fragments in JBC*s wrist. He said" that 
once he found atst about fragments in JFK neck, he knew that 
399 did not go^ through the neck. Ha says that the spectro cannot 
tell .specifically if fragments came from the saae bullet since two 
bullets could be made of the same batch of metal. As a control, 
he said we * d have to compare comp of 399 to metal fragment from 
head. He said however that any difference would be conclusive that 
the fragments did not come from 399. This applies to any and all 
comparisons. He said the thing to look for is percent of jeansM’ 
trace metals, that the general comp of lead for* bullets today is 
98> lead, antimony plus some bismouth and arsenic. The" copper 

is about 92$c opper and %% sine. 

I think we next went on to his work with the trajectory through 
JFK neck, mostly illustrated with sketches plus photos of other 
bodies ox same build as JFK. He showed, the back of a man on who 
14 cm below mastoid was measure standing up. He showed & side view 
of same guy with the angle from 6th floor window projected from 
position of ant. neck wound. The location it defined posteriorly 
was significantly higher than the l 4 cm mark even when the body 
was standing up. i pointed out the difference in a crone psotion , 
and he cautioned that we do n6t knew the exact position of* body. 

He said that bullet had to come at least 28 degrees from 
right in order to not hit bone. X then told him in strict confidence 
that the fragments were adjacent to tip of transverse process of 
?th cervical and described their character. He thought for a 
moment and replied that this contradicted what Fisher had told 
him. Here he interjected that he used to be but is no longer 
friendly with Fisher. He said Fisher told him that the fragments 
were very, very fine which accords with what Morgan told me.. 

However, Fisher told him that the fragments stretched out in a 
path across the neck. This is elllptically implied in Fisher's 
first to me, and could be a difference in readings by Fisher and 
Morgan. 



I forget the exact details of his work on the neck shot, but he 
laughed very heartily whenever he came to things such as the autopsy 
doctors* drawings for their testimonies, as well as the various picture 
illustrating SBT, saying that all were nonsense. 



At some point here I interjected that X knew some generally 
unkown things about the head wounds . I told him that the panel" 
reveals a. 6.5mm fragment in the entrance wound in head. He was 
surprised^ to hear that and admitted he hadn*t noticed it before. 

He said that it sounds impossible and shook his head. He said it 
would almost certainly mean a lead projectile, even a revolver bullet 
IT he didn't know the circumstances of this shooting. He said 




this wouldn’t corns from the KS which travels too fast. He said that 
he has fired, soma 200 hundred rounds of it and all have rone off 
properly — nothing -wrong. 



From this we got into a discussion of the cartridge case bases, 
and he asked me if Dick had informed ms of the mistakes Frazier 
made with these. He said that he has included this in his suit 
only to further embarrass the gov’t by making Frazier look bad. 

He said he really has no need for the erases. He added that Frazier 
made another mistake which renders aloast all of his testimony 
invalid— as if ha did not know what he were talking about. He 
said that Frazier testified before WC that the MC cocks itself ( 
pulls the firing pin back) when the bolt is closed. However, ha 
said that all of his MC’s, which are identical to the 139, cockX 
themselves when the bolt Is open. Ke has the one used at the Shaw 
trial which Frazier said was mechanically identical to 139 and that 
cocks Itself upon opening. 

One of his sketches, of the neck wounding showed that, had the 
bullet gone on through as the WC says, it could not have bruised 
the lung. He added something which confirmed my original thinking, 
and which I serl usly mistook from Flllingsr. , I intend to clarify 
this in correspondence for it could be important. He said that 
it IjS common for the pleura to be contused from the passage of a 
missile which did not actually penetrate it. However, he said 
that it is nest to impossible for this to have happened to the lung 
unless the lung itself was penetrated by a bullet. . He explained, 
and this is what I want to get details on, that the pleara and the 
lung are two entirely different tissues and are fed blood, by entire 
different arteries. I reminded him that there was not only a bruis 
to the pleura but also to the lung* He seemed positive that the 
lung was penetrated then. 



We got to talking about Connally’s wound when we came to his 
photos of the JBC X-rays. He said that he examined the chest ones 
and found no .metal fragments on it. He also said that the' X-ray 
proved that the rib wasn’t directly hit by the bullet, that is it 
wasn’t hit head on. He said it was without a doubt a tangential 
strike. He showed me that there is a fracturing where the bullet 
first contacted the rib. Had this bean head on, an even hole 
would have been produced like that which is illustrated on CS 400, 
Finck’s chart. He said that tangential striking deforms a bullet 
much more than head on striking. 

When he brought up Finck’s chart, he added that this was nonsense, 
and did not at all apply to the President’s head wounds. The 
chart has a level area being hit straight on. Yet, on JFK, a 
curved area was hit tangentially. He said that with a ”399", the 
head would have just exploded at that point, .and no even entrance 
would have been produced. He said this can happen with slower 
stuff— revolvers and 22* s but not what the WC alleges. 



He has a fantastic picture of the fragments removed from JBC 
wrist. He has no doubt that they are authentic but has every 
doubt that others are missing — that something is suspicious. He 
sa ysi the key to these fragments is nurse Audrey Bell, who Harold 
took interest in in Bishop’s book. He points out that while &ell 
is mentioned on the envelop in CS 842, her name is not on the 



operative record of the 



wrist Job. 



There is something else 



H O 




?«i?^ tl £ n ? d - W ii lch involv3d turning the fragments 
'Giles, but i. forget the details. He has talked 
h,. aisidenti. ieation in his book but got little 



over to the 
to Curry about 
response. 
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At one poiilt he mentioned something about Con being hit at 
236 to ^ 238 — a think this was after he mentioned having spoke with 
Connelly two we ;ks ago. X told him that X was certain he had been 
hit at 226 and explained a) the total incongruity of a 236-238 
ni ^ and b) the indicators of s, 226 hit. a pointed out that cheek 
puff was. definate sign of impact and had to’ occur after impacts he 
agreed. Yet, I said, the cheek beings puff in 237 and shoulder sjuaras 
in 23b— it should slupm immediately with impact, momentum transfer—’ 
instantaneous. He was a little taken back but agreed with me. 
a also pointed out that a bullet hitting jBC at 237 would have knocked 
him. forward yet he continues his rearward turn. 

Me talked about Fisher a little. He siad that Fisher is very 
reluctant to speak about this at all. Fisher was supposed to speak 
to some forensic men about it but when he learned Nichols was 
suing, he cancelled. Moritz may speak. I asked if he thought 
Fisher regretted having seen the material but he thinks not. ' 

I mentioned that I had corresponded with Fisher and although 
I had difficulties, X wanted answers to certain questions. He told 
me that if ha winds bid to see pis and X-rays , to tell him the 
questions and he will answer them. He seems confident of victory, 
being slowed down much now by rad tare. He hones to re-file wi thi nj£ 
a month. ' " ' ~ 

I was struck by the fact that his knowledge of the minutia of 
the case is deficient, and thus handicaps him. He admits that 
he cannot ^conceive how Weis Derg and Lane can go into so much, that 
he is com xned almost solexy to the autopsy and medical, mainly 
in the non-fatal wounds. He plans to write a book in 2 or 3 
years and will write about only this. 

X asked him what he made of the shirt slits. Here he knows 
suprisingly little. At first, he was doubtful that a bullet could 
have gone in above the level of the shirt. I pointed out that the 
tie was where the slits are, yet it only has a tiny nick. This 
shocked him for he had always assumed the tie had a whole, through 
and through bullet hole in it. I also referred to my tests which 
produced Similar slits. He said that- if he can get the shlfct 
tnrough his suit, n© will examine the slits under a microscpoe aiid 
tell me if it was cut. He was also suprlsed when I said that it 
had been X- rayed and no metal found. 

He thinks. that we will never know how JFK was wounded/killed 
because everything is so bungled up. He has no idea of what went 
on in the neck/thorax and will not theorize, he used to think that 
a .22 had entered the front and stopped at the seine. Panel dispelled 
this, so ha does not know. 

^ No other details can come to me now. However, it was hat'd to 
distinguish what he wanted kept quiet unless he specified. JSven so, 

I don’t want to take any chances. So, please keen this lOOfS among 
ourselves . ~ 




Here are some things which just cams to .mini ra JSichols* 

I told him that Morgan fait the neck bullet grazed the transverse 
process. He asked me if I knew that the process could be broken 
off without even touching it. Just the contraction of muscles 
is enough to break it. 

I mentioned what the panel says about locating the wounds 
below the transverse fold in JPK neck. He said that neither he, 
nor I, nor anybody in the world has such a fold. It is k strictly 
individual characteristic which depends on position of head and 
shoulders. He said that the panel was inventing its own anatomy, 
that it was foolishness, and that no on® who had not seen the photo- 
graphs oould ever know what the panel spoke of. 

He also mentioned, or cautioned me that there were five panel 
members, he counting Bromley as a member since he was there throughout 
£he whole thing. He also told rae very confidently ' that Bromley 
wrote the panel report, and seemed to think that only Bromley " 

'wrote therreport . Based on independent knowledge, I doubt this,/ 
However, I do not consider it beyond reason that, considering his 
confidence in this assertion, he might have been told such a 
fallcy by one who wanted him to believe it — like Fisher. 



Hit 




